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Commas to Avoid Confusion

% Use a comma whenever readers might misinterpret a
i sentence without it.

UNCLEAR: Before the rodeo cowboys competed against one
another for fun.

CLEAR: Before the rodeo, cowboys competed against one

another for fun.

Commas with Quotations

[;, Use commas to separate direct quotations from explanatory
words like he sald, Greg replied, and Shella asked. If the

explanatory words precede the quotation, insert a comma before
the quoted words.

M. Cruz said,*"The rodeo was born during the era of the cattle
industry, in the 1860s and 1870s.”

If the explanatory words interrupt a quotation, insert a comma
inside the quotation marks before the explanatory words and
another comma after the explanatory words.

“Cowboys would gather together, ! Wik, Gruz said , “and
compete against one another in steer roping and bronco riding.”

If the explanatory words follow a quotation, insert a comma inside
the quotation marks before the explanatory words.

“Today cowboys compete against each other for monetary
awards " added Mr. Cruz.

(ommas in Compound Sentences

&, Use a comma to separate independent clauses joined by a
conjunction in a compound sentence.

Rodeos are held in many parts of the United States 5 bui they
are also popular in Mexico, Canada, and Australia.

o "‘f’:‘, Do not use a comma to separate the parts of a two-part
L3 . - .
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Commas with Nonessential Clauses

to the meaning of the sentence.

’@w Use commas to set off nonessential clauses. A nonessentlal
clause adds extra information 10 a sentence but is not necessaly.

e

19830s.

are not set off with commas.

are known as charros.

Trick riding and fancy roping, which are virtually unlinown to
“votlew fans today,i were popular events during the 1920s and |

Essential clauses are necessary to the meaning of sentences an

Fancy roping originated among those Mexican horsemen wh

Commas in Letters, Place Names, and Dates

[ Comma after the saluta
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Stitcerefy :
Q\[Comma after the closly

of a friendly letter

number following a dal

[ Commas to set off the nif
of a state or country

| foltowing the name of i
city or town

. Comma after each part il
an address (but not holul
Lthe ZIP code)
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